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RED CARPET FOR 
SAN DIEGO VISITORS 

IT wu • pleuure last 
week 10 mttl Mr. ,and 
Mn. Bob Wri1h1 from 
San Dlqo who were on 
lhe Island resnrchln1 
1hr hblory or the Ram-
sey Shipyard for , 1hr 
San Dlqo Marilime 
Museum which o_'"!D+_lhe,,: . .,;.
R ams ey-built .·•t11N,•-� 
"Siar or India". Mr. 
Wrip1:i,·lnlf!Wlo'.aenu, :'..'.l 
from his ·own Ions assb'-
cisllon 1'itb the" ship·:-:: 
!formerly 1hr · ''Eu•'· .. ,
terpe"] which t>eian in
1962 when he

1av, up his wttk�nds to
help restore 1hr vessel to
her former 1lory.

Aiter a career· span- -';: 
ning 60 years, durinr 
which she ma"de 21 cir-· 
cumnavigations, the iron 

� • "i.,• • I .... 
• • • • ' • 

; �: .. ,. t>·-�·· 
ship was acquired by the 
San Diego Zoological 
Society in 1926. She lan
guished there in the har
bour, slowly dcteriora1-

.,,, .• -? .-·•-:....>·-' ·--��-; � ..... 
"Star o( India" (or Euterpea aa 1be thea wu) oe 
the 1tocka ID Glb1oa, MacDonald aad Anaold'1 
Shipyard Ill Ramsey. 

ing as the weather and 
the years took their toll 
until l9S9 when it 
became apparent that 
she mus, either be Krap
pcd or sunk. She was 
drydocked in November 
that year when her hull 
was found 10 be in v,:ry 
good shape. even if her 
decks, riggings etc. were 
not. A group of ship 
enthusiasts decided 10 
try and restore her and 
the hard work began. 

TRANSFORMED 
Soon afterwards the 

team was joined by Bob 
Wright. He told me: "I 
watched her being trans-

. formed, and the more 
time I spent on her the 
more my fascination 
grew". An electonics 
engineer employed at the 
huge aerospace works in 
San Diego, it was the 
first time he had ever 
volunteered his services 
to such a project. 

"It was good--COr me", 
he confessed.!. "But I 
believed it was a worth• 
while- project because a 
lot of people were going 
to benefit from our 
1-bours. And that's the 
way . it worked out., 
because thousands · of·; 
people come to ·sec her 
every year. She is one of 
the city's top tourist 
anractions and has 
almost become a symbol 
of San Diego, being 
regularly fea1ured on 
television· and in the 
newspaper". 
• Working on the ship 

was like stepping bac:k in 
time 120 years. "t had 
first-hand experience of 
the v,:ry rough life: sai
lors had to endure. It
was tough work. I found
that out when my hands
started 10 bleed after .
pulling on the· ropes". 

"OLD TIMERS" 
Bob took his interC3t a 

step further wheri he 
went in search of some: 
"old timers" who had 
actually sailed on the 
"Star of India" between 
the years 1902 and 1923 
when she carried fisher
men onc:e a year from 
San F:andsco tu Bristol 
Bay, Alaska. He was 
able to interview the 
sailors and record them 
on tape providing an 
invaluable record for the 
San Diego Historical 
Society. 

In 1972 Bob Wright 
moved on board the ship 
and lived on her for 
seven-and-a-half years. 
ac:tin1 as ticket seller and 
night-wuchman. lt was 
durin1 this period that 
he met Dr. R■Jph Hos• 
sins. of Pon Erin, with 
whom he was re• 
acquainted on this visit. 

Mr. Wrisht has been 
asked by Mr. David 
Brierley, Director of the 
Maritime Museum to try 

and discover further 
information about the 
Gibson, MacDonald and 
Arnold Shipyard which 
was responsible for 
building the: "Euterpe", 
as it was first known. 
Although st:1ying in 

. Douglas, the Wrights 
spent each day in Ram
sey pho1ographing , old 
sites and talking to 
people who were interes
ted in the ;::-o;�:. 

WARM WELCOME
They were given a 

warm welcome at the 
Shipyard by director. Mr 
Billy Kneale and mem
bers of his staff some of 
whom live in the: vicinity 
and were: able 10 point 
out surviving landmarks 
�.ich have associations 
wtth former days. These 
included the old school 
{on the corner with 
North Shore Road), the 
origin■J winch house, 
the slip from which the: 
"Euterpe:" was most 
likely launched, and the 
enormous shed where 
she: was built. 

During the: 1860s 
abou1 250 men and 
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the Island, Bob and 
Joyce: Wrigh1 extended 
their stay by two mor� 
days 10 give them an 
opportunity to talk to 
local people. They 
talked to Mrs. Edna 
Boulton, who visited the 
"Star of India" with her 
husband, the lace Mr. 
Sydney Boulton, some 
years ago, a!MS they also 
talked wi1t- 1(.1,. Eddie 
Corlet1, or· West Street, 
who at 91 years of age 
knows more about th� 
shipbuilding era than 
anyone esle in the town. 

women were employed 
at the Gibson, Mac
Don al d and Arnold 
yard. Houses were built 
for the workers and the 
streets stlll survive:. 
There is Marsden {or 
M a r s t o n·) T e r r a c e ,  
named after Mr. Gib• 
son's son; Shipyard 
Road; and the street 
with Loch Villas on one: 
side and Templar Ter
ra�e on the other was· 
called Gibson Street. 

There was also a 
workmen's hall and 
newsroom- as well ·as 
other amenities. The 
yard had its own foun
dry and carpenters shop. 
while na., was grown 
locally 10 make the sails, 
and the ropes were 
manufactured at the old 
rope work� situated at 
the far end of Hespera 
Terrace. 

Mr. Billy Knealc: poin
ted out a private house 
just across the harbour 
which was once 1he 
Friendship Inn where 
workers went on pay 
day. It was reached by 
crossing a narrow foot
bridge in the days before 
the: Swing Bridge:. 

Having planned to 
spend only two days in 
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FRO 11 TH 
This month we find Bill Kelly-Fleming up to his "Halo" in the Lords work, with very little time to 

do anything else. Last months minutes will be 
printed in next months issue since there will be 
no meeting this month. Hope you got that straight. 

The highli te of the :.ugust meeting was a slide 
show presentation by the famous world traveler, 
l'-1r. Bob ';/right, who went to the "::sl-2 of :··lc..n" in 
search of the birth place of the II STL .... q OF EillIA it.

His slides were of such "exlent'' quili ty that I 
Cn,ows accused him of buying them, however Bob is an

� �xlent"photographer who took the pictures with his 

Mr. Edward Corteen, 
of Ballasholague, Maug
hold was able to help 
wich informacion abouc 
: he hiscuric Royal 
George Hoccl in Market 
Square. II was there on 
November 14th, 1863 
that "a cold collation" 
was served by the liccn• 
sec Miss Mylrea, to cele
brate the launching of 
the "Euterpe". Other 
people who offered use
ful information included 
the staif at the Manx 

trusty camera. Thanks for an outstanding eveni::l.J; 
NEST Bob, it ;,,,as e:zcellant. (If :r co1.1.J.d sr,ell the words

:35 they &o\.md, we couJ cl prj_n-t t�i.ce as much info.) 
The muon is sending a photogr2.:pher to the pond 

on 3eptember 22, to take fotos of our 
models in act�on for an artical t�ey are 
preparing for a future issue •••• be there. 

I':�ate Fraas nas details. 
-· T1le .1!::!LCllrisUaa reUgioal servtees, Nov. 12, 1602, cooducted on the shores

of San Dieco Bay by Carmelite friars attached to the exploration expeditionof Sebastian Viacaino. 
1 T1le 1!!!!, permueat settleme11t in California was started when soldiers ofi the 1769 apedition from Baja California moved from a camp on San Diego
1 Bay to North Town, or Old Town, at the foot of Presidio HillT1le � DUllia was founded in Alta California by Father JDDipero SerTa 

OD July 16, 1769, at San Diego.
Museum, Mr. Billy Cor· Mr 111d Mrs Boo Wrt1llt of SH �e10· 
lett, of Mona Screet, and (Phot01hop). 

nae f1nt coaty to be created in California was San Diego County.
These are bat a few of the famous San Diego "firsts," in the city "WhereCalifornia Began.. Mrs. Doris Cowley, of . 

Queen's Avenue, Doug
las. 

Al the Town Hall Mr. 
David Evans, the Town 
Clerk presented Mr. and 
Mrs. Wright with a 
plaque bearing Ramsey's 
coat of arms, and a 
photograph showing an 
aerial view of the town. 

Bob Wright also had a 
meeting with an official 
of 1hc Isle of Man Po>1 
Offi.:c. Fur \Orne ume 
1he .-\uthomy has been 
gathering information 
about the "Star of 
India" and have buih up 
a file on 1he vessel; it 
seems very likely that at 
a future date a stamp 
will be issued featuring 
this. most interesting 
\hip. 

}-lavins already sailed 
·ori' the "Star'' ori. July 
4th, 1976 when it was 
taken out into San Diego 
Harbour, Bob Wright is 
hopin& to be on board in 
November 1his year
when it is hoped to sail 
1he ship once more. 

The unbounded en
chusiasm shown by our 
American visitors for the 
Ramsey-buih \hip - 1he 
oldest mcrchantship still 
anoat - and for the 
cown's shipbuilding heri• 
tage makes one wonder 
why 1he town does not 
have its own maritime 
museum. It seems there 
is a wealth of material 
just waiting 10 be used, 
right hete on our own 
doors1er,. 

__ .\1anx Star, FrJday, 13th July, 1984

101,11 
•.:r-:.�:: 

::::i, 

And. finally, San Diego's patriots have vigorously pointed out that the fleasmainly vanished with . the advent of paving, the improvement of anti-fleacompounds and preventive measures.And the sidewalks in the 1880s didn't either fold up at 9 p.m.
So there! 

SHOW <:I TELL by Nilson 

'
1 HE f E. 's Tt-1 E TI?ou BL 1:. Fr:�o, yCJo 've.
Bee� f3UILOILJ<; \JJI� THE µ.A"S R:lt.DEO." 
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ATTACMMENT l"OII 
M 

'P. S. I ct S 2. 

BOICE-CRANE MACHINES MAKE 
ACCURATE WORK EASIER 

Th,.lr bir r1uarltr. i,rarUral dttlcn. sturdinf'n and 
Drl"l·i,..lui. •rt- a i::rP11 hrlp 10 "''OOd1'furktr• ff'hn rl,.. 
1cru1·111r wnrk. Thr Tiltinr Arl,or �.,, 1ho-'n o�r
llf'! 11· r1t-rlt-·tin11. l!run1.c• u1 lhll Dnrtnc,._ Hlcht:r 
r-1IIJ.hl•J t•tl•I•·. ahn�·� l�t'r! Sralt; fur tlltinc arhor, 
m1ur rulf.1t. antl rlp fenc·"' llorlnattlr orit'fll. 

W�RKSHOP CATALOG 
Llrrr !i:?•na,rr caulni. ,-.-n: ur,nn TN't1pt of )Or tn stamp� or 
f"OII, I wt:irll (>11lf J'&rlh" P•.',. n1alliru:: (1?Sl \. G1'1'f'$, romolflt 
t1•1• ou ,hi- "•w aUio Join1er,, Jia nw�. latht., band 11,-ct, 
fi.hal)t'ra. auc.l IUOtOh. 

W. & J. BOICE. ,.�s�':�M TOLEDO, 0.

HINTS SENT IN BY OUR MEMBERS •••..•......... 
The following two items from super modelerAl L'Heu.reux (LaRue). 
For holding smallnuts in tight places, make 
a tape ring with adhesive on the outside, put 
nut on it and you can reach hard to get places,
that is if there is a bolt to put nut on. 

(Al drew the finger, I put the finger print on 
it ••••• it's a WHORL type print in case you 
are interested. 

The next bit of sticky advise from Al has to do with drilling small flat
pieces that can 1·t be held to easly 
with the fingers. Al drew this picture ��:;;--.::;:::::----,,,.__ (TAPE.-----. 
also, showing masking tape, sticky £:Le'Z� ��-�
side up and taped down to a piece ���-of wood ••• come on you other super modelers, send in your hints •••••• Thank you Albert. 

The following items from your so ••• so modeler (Your editor). 
If you should lose the cap to your glue, try using electrical quick

'WIRE. NUT 
connecters. They come in all sizes. 

�• To SERVO Have trouble getting into the small stern 
area of your model with stearing equipment.
I'm going to convert my tug to this method 
whici1 I have drawn to the left. 
Gears are easy to come by;_ and allow 90° turn
each way ••• I took our old digital clock 
apart, should be a lot of gears in there ••• 
no gears, what turns thees little numbers?.

3 



RADIO on Shore
Runs Nlodel Yacht � � - . . ' Signals Steer Seven-Font Craft on 

First V oya_fe and Dock It Safely David Bammes, at left, one of the builders of t h e model yacht, i• sendinc th• radio si1nals that zulded cralt aero•·• l-•'-• ;1·•.. 

I Above. the yacht .4/it3 un• der way on .1 California lake. controlld >y r.uio. At loft. Homer Howard. ,)ne of the two !luild!rs of the boat. l, pl.acing :he recei·,er in t!'le moue! yacht. It wu by :!teans of this that the .4/i't� waJ sailed antl brought ::>Jc!:t to its do.:!( without mishap 
16·PCINT Sw•7::tt 

ATRD{ brig:intine rigged model y:icht recently t:i.ckt:ci back. :ind :-inh :icros; :i lake :it Pomona, (.,Iii., :ind finaUy ;wuni� smartly into the ·.vind for :i cle:i.n 1:inding :it :i modd J .. , k. t:i.i:t is "nc:utr:.il.'' Jnuthe rem:i.inim; contacts 1ltern:1telv threw the rudda to St:J.r· bo:i.rd and port. ·1-��l�'--'� �L,.�..:.-'! The r.-:.m:;m:in of this seven-and-one• h:ili-ioot ::iini:iture sailin11: crait w:is some di.;t:rnce .·.vay on the shore of the lake. :\ r1dio · ransmitting key w1s the link b�tv.een '-:is hand ind the stet:ring mech:i.ni;m o ( the boat, the l:itter being rtrr.otcly ,:omrolled by impulses from :i. sm1ll 1rr..::eur r:i.dio tr1nsmitter. The : �dio-controlled model y:i.cht A!:t.z w=:, built by two boys, D1\·id B1mmes :nd Homer Howard. members oi the P · mona :,lode! Yacht Club, under the •lirection of Herm:i.n How-1rd. spunfor oi the club. .\s t!:� photogr1phs show, the .-1/i:a is 1 tine job oi model buildir.�. H:i,·ing a be:i.m of fourteen i:aches !:-,d also :i. fourteen-inch Jr:i.it, :;hrc h:is ample "c:i.rgo" c1pac• ity to t:i..:i! clre of the weight of the three-tubt= battery opented r:i.dio rccc:\'ing -d :ind the radio-controlled rudJer mc•:hanism. 130th tr:.r. transmitter on shore lnd the recei\·,�r in the y:i.cht follow conwntion:il :mateur radio prlctice. .\ sensitive, [ligh-resist1nce relay t:ike, the pl:i.ce , f the usu:i.l he:idphones in the rece1, ing circuit. \\:hen this reby clo,-es in response to :i. r1dio sign:i.l. it 1Uows current to oper:i.te a ma�et which mo\·es the pawl oi :i. circular-disk ratchet switch. The cont:icts m this switch dose the circuit to :J. 'ouble solc,noid. the 1nnature uf >:hich is Jttlched to the end of t�r. tiller. Every other con• 6<S Assumini;t that the switch is -resting on :i neutr:il cont:i.ct, the boat will ;:i.il str:iii;ht :i.hc:i.d till the helmsman on shore sends .:i dlsh. This will throw the rudder to one :;ide R�r:�ET t--�Y:_·J j 
� ,e,;rr 

"�· �!:!�:, .. ., 
11!1� 

Picture di&l(ram showini arrar.ge:-nent o[ �he rudrler-f')per:iti:ig :n:-:!ianism 1n yacht wo:ked '-:Jy radio or the other. depending on which oper:lt• in� contact comes next on the r:itchct disk ;witch. If the contlct h:ippens to throw the ruJJer in the right Jircction. Her:na.n How�rd, sponsor o( !!':e P�mvnz. C.iliC.. :7.odel yac!lt club. with the radi!l•concrolled cra£t the vi.,cr:itvr �llows the bo:i.t to tur;; 1s far :is Jcsired and ,hen sends another da;h to return :he switch to the neut::i! µo:;itiur.. Ii the r;.idder is turn�,J in the wrong dirrcr.ion. two dlshes ;c:nt in quick 
·j 

:� 

I 

:;uccc;;ion immediatdv turn the rudJer to the positilln ·de,;ireJ The picture di:igr1m shows the .:rnn�er.icnt of the rudder·opcr:i.tin,r mcch:ini,m. [t would. oi course. not be pnc:ic1l to Jpply ndio control to :i model boat oi smaller ;ize bec1use of the weight oi battL'ries m:ce,sary to oper1te the ndio reccivin!r circuit and tht: rebvs. The horr.e rnnstrnctilln o·i the p.trts th:i.t oper:ite the rudder when,i,.m:ils are received by the set on1 he boat should present no dirficulty to the r:idio 1nd elc-ctric:i.lc·XpL'rimenter. The tr:in;former connL"t'.ed be-tween the r:i.dio recci\·er.ind the nr;t rel:l,· ;houlJ be oi the"cp-down type such 1; i; u;cd to.:uuple the plate cin:uit oi :i power,ub,! to the ,·qicc evil of a dvn:imic;pe:iker. The lirst rel:i.y wiil the1'opente on low volt1ge current.This mc:hoJ is satisfactory ii the1 r:in;mittinl( \\':t\·e is interrupted :i.tr�l:nively low frequency.l'OPUL,·\R SC.£:-{CE .\IONTHl.Y ."l:;:. 



· d 1 · 1 e maaazi·ne however, planes thi no becomino� a mo e airp anThi·se ' No•.. s is d shi s since the 1920s • months plan was of the have been aboa�tiss ¥1oat observation planes carried on cruisers_and last of �he Cu
o f the better known observation planes was the '!oughtbattleships. ne O 

• t t· 1 "Kingfisher" but there was also other� �rior o ne war, n�me_y 
Curtiss 0uc ( Bi-pla.ne), Vought G2U-1, , Bi-plane), and the l...L ttle known
Berliner-Joyce also a Bi-plane. 

AERIAL EYE OF THE 
I A TEST in a line of famous scout-observaL tion planes, the Curtiss Seahawk is fast 
replacing the older and battle-weary King
fishers and Seagulls that have served the 
Navy so magnificently. Capable of flying 
faster, higher, and farther than any pre
vious Navy scout plane, the Seahawk 
mounts two large-caliber guns in the wings 
to keep itself out of trouble. This single
seat. single-float, low-wing seaplane devel
ops nearly three times the power of earlier 
models; it has a nine-cylinder engine and 
a four-blade propeller. Measuring 36" 5• in 
length, the Seahawk has a span of 41'. 

As with the previous planes in this series, 

modelers wm find all the necessary details 
and measurements on the accompanying 
scale drawing, No templates have been laid 
out for the canopy, however, because of the 
difficulty involved in working with such 
small sizes. After carving the cockpit in 
the fuselage, fashion the canopy out of 
small strips of celluloid by the "cut and 
try" method and cement it in place. 

Sand the scalloped underside of the float 
and cement the unit to the streamlined pylon 
which is. in turn. cemented to the fuselage. 
The thin keel strip under the rear half of 
the fuselage can be simulated by a length 
of wire carefully cemented into place. 

I 
I 

i / "" 
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Mounted on figure-rolled 
glou and set in a gloss 
case, this vessel makes on 
attractive display model 

HERE'S A TUGBOAT 
--WORK - HORSE 
OF THE NAVY--IN 
MINIATURE 

WATERLINE MODEL OF A NAVY TUG 
OUR Navy uses this 65' tugboat exten

sively in its home waters. With many
of the details simplified, and reduced to a 
scale of % " to 1·, it makes an interesting, 
easily built model. The profile, plan, and 
sectional drawings that appear on the next 
two pages are full-size reproductions; you 
can trace the becessary templates and pat
terns directly from them. 

Make the hull from a 1s" by 2 5/16" by 8" 
block of wood, cutting it to the shape shown 
in the profile and the half plan. The top of 
the hull is identified in the plan view and in 
Section B-B, as well as in the profile. As 
indicated in Section A-A, the forward half 
of the hull is slightly curved between the 
waterline and the deck, 

Use heavy cardboard or 1/16" wood for 
the deck. It extends beyond the hull all 
around to form a rub strip. Cement it in 
place and cut out a notch fOl'\,\'ard to take 
the cardboard stem. Make the rail, rail cap, 
and brackets from cardboard or thin wood. 
The bottom outboard edge of the rail is set 
in from the deck edge to line up with the 
edge of the hull. It slopes inward through
out its length except at the stem, where it 
is plumb. Cut three openings in each side, 
as indicated, to simulate freeing ports. 

Make the superstructure from Bristol 
board. The sides and front are in one piece, 
as shown. Score and bend on the dotted 
lines; then cement the pilot-house top, trunk 
top, and after ends of the house and trunk 
in place. The molding around the top of the 

Workhorses of the seas, unspectacular little tugs 
like this one ore doily ploying on important port 
in tending the Navy's mare glamorous fighting era# 

pilot house is a piece of .0-40" wire. Cement 
pieces of black-painted celluloid to the in
side so they cover all the cut-out openings; 
then glue the completed superstructure to 
the deck. 

Oversize details are given for most of the 
fittings. Make the samson post from 1,� " 
dowe1, paper-clip wir-e, and a carved wood 
button. Both double bitts consist of 3,'32" 
escutcheon pins or button-head rivets, wood, 
and Bristol board. The anchor davit is a 
length of wire, t-ent, filed to a taper, and 
flattened as indicated. The hatches on deck 
are glued-do,Ai pieces of Bristol board. Use 
wire solder for the life raft-when painted, 
it will very nearly approach 118" in diameter. 
The water tank rests on Bristol-board 
chocks. Side-light boxes are mounted on 
short pieces cut from round toothpicks. 

Finish the superstructure and deck with 
flat gray paint. Use black for the hull and 
trim. The starboard or right-hand light box 
is green; the other one is red. 

For drawings, see neJCf page > 
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San Diego Ship Modelers' Guild 
Bill Kelly-F+eming--Logkeeper 
/redacted/ 

SAN DIEGO SHIP MODELERS' GUILD OFFICERS FOR 1984 
MASTER 
MATE and PURSER 
LOG KEEPER 
MEETINGS: 

MEMBERSHIP: 

ROY T. NILSON 
FRED FRAAS 
BILL KELLY-FLEMING 

/redacted/

3rd Friday of each month, 8:00 PM 
aboard the bark STAR OF H..1:DIA on the Orlop Deck. 
Dues for members of the San Diego Maritime Museum and anyone living 
outside of San Diego County $7.50 Non-Museum Members $15.00. After 
July the dues are½ for the rest of the year. 


