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Lighter than a cork 
I danced on the waves. 

Arthur Rimbaud 

LOG OF 'lHE JANUARY MEETING 
Huter Fred Frau called us to order and began by welcoming six 

visitors to our meeting. A tQtal ot 23 people were present for 'the meeting. 
ilNOUNCHNTS: Word baa been received that our new date for the 

Regatta is the same date selected by the Fall.erton club. Un:tortunately, 
since we get t.bird choice of dates at the pond, it is nearly impossible 
for 'WI to moTe from the June 23-24 date give to us. 

NEW' BUSINESS, Nw otfi can were elected aa follows: Ou:ild Master -
Roy Nilson, Master's Mate and I!urser - !Ired Fl"IIILII, Raga'tta Commodore -
Albert Umureux, and Logkeeper - Bill [ell;r-FJ.aning (reelected). A 
discussion concerning the annual static show led to a proposal that we have 
a one day or weekend event in the Fall ot 1984 on the upper deck of the 
BERKELEY. At this went we will bring down both c0111pleted models and those 
under construction. Members will be encouraged to :work on models during 
the event so that the public can see how ve cra.tt our models. This "live" 
shaw concep't generated a fair amcun't ot enthusiasm and was endorsed by
those present. Fred Fraaa will commmicate the proposal to Dave Brierly 
of the Museum staff. 

SH<Jtl AND TELL: 
Doug McP'arland -
Mike Dory -
Jay Macliaster -

Ship's boat for 'the HOTSPUR 
Photos of his FIM submarine. 'Ihe submarine can now 
be seen at West Coast Hobbies. 
Photos of his SOVEREIGN OF fflE SEAS f� a Sergal kit. 
Jay was one o! our vim. tors this mnth and has primarily 
worked with clipper ships.and similar major Bailing 
vessels. 

Art Aael.otte- SfferaJ. books f'or our club library. 
Bill Kelly-Fleming NE.SOOY from Model Sbipways kit. Copper plating has 

been added using adhesive .copper foil tape. Af'ter 
se'l'eral attepts to discover a proper method ot 
applicati.on, a suitable appearance was achilived. 
'lhe next step is to weather the copper using Bob 
Becker's method. 

Doug McFarland - Several booka received as Christmas preaenta. One 
exceptional book was SHIP MODELER'S SHOP NOTES by 
Mertit Edson, and published by Nautical Research 
Guild. 



LOG continued 

PROBLEMS: A lively discussion over several problems presented made for 
. a very informative session. Plans can be reduced or enlarged to scale 

at several. places, with Advance Blueprint being one mentioned. It was 
suggested that you request the copies on vellum. A bread and butter hull 
from lifts can satisfactorily made from planks of popular using a liberal 
coat of Elmers Wood Glue and clamping &r several da�,s. For best results, 
the hull should be allowed to cure for several months. It also helps 
to have the interior o:f -the hull carved out, or to precut the center of 
each lift out before gluing (except the lowennost lift of course). Dave 
Manley was with us from up north and shared his latest discovery. He now 
buys flash paper from magic stores, and rolls it to size and inserts it 
in his gun barrels above a glow plug. 'lhe result is a safe and very 
realistic effect for firing of guns on his RC models. 

PRES-·'.JfTATION: Gordon Jones handed heach of us a length of line 
and proceeded to teach us basic Imo ts £or seamanship and model making. 
By the end of the evening we were all experts in square knots, sheet 
bends, clove hitches, bowlines, and several stopper knots. 

GUESTS: rlelcome to our visitors - Jay Macl".ia.ster, M. L. McMillan, 
Charlie Kramer, Jerry Toppel, Chris Cooper, and Keith Conwa:v-. 

FIVE YEARS AGO -
-i:- 49 members and guests went on a very wet whale watch cruise. 
* Doug McFarland was elected Guild Master
* Bill Benson announced that he had been appointed as Curator

of Models £or the Mari ti.me Museum.
*13 models were present for "show and Tell 11 at our meeting.

FEBRUARY 17, 1984 - 8 PM - Can we top 19787 BRING A MODEL! 

ATTENTION RCeni••••• 
Please turn in any updates on RC frequencies you are using to our 

Logkeeper. a list was published in our last issue and we know manir of you 
have converted to new frequencies. 1.fext month we will give out the revised 
list according to "legal" frequencies. If some of :vou could help b,, gettim· 
frequencies of non-members who frequent the pond, that would be appreciated. 
Several members are anxious to get this listing so that the:-, can get their 
new radios. 

PROJF.cT UPDATE 

'lhe transom and its artwrk has recently been completed. I have 
managed to sneak a look at this fine work and it is something to see. 
Unveiling of the transom is scheduled for February ll. Hull planking 
is about 50% complete and is realJ.t begining to move along now that 
the topsides are well along. In the past few weeks the three blades 
propeller was inatalled. Her engine was lowered into place about a month 
ago. Also since our last report, the bowsprit has been shipped and 
decking has been completed. 



I finally got a chance to get 
our files in order, which took 
most of my available time this 
month. '.lhus this newsletter 
is a little shorter than normal. 
We have tracked down copies of all 
our newsletters, all that has to 
be done ts to make copies of some 
issues that are on loan, and eventually 
make a permanent set, since most of 
the copies are from my personal. 
collection. over the next several 
months, I hope to create an index.
It seems some of us are afraid of 
acknowledging 1984 is here. In a 
professional magazine i receive, the 
first issue of t he year is dated 
January 4-11, 1983. �hen I discover 
that I forgot to change the date on 
my computer program and we ended 

up with two editions dated "December 1983," even though both had their correct 
volume and number information. 

I seem to be missing a few of the issues of the Newsletter from the 
Ship ?1.odel Society of Northern l{ew Jersey. Now they may have been 
misplaced in rrr:r office ( I only have a large library and operate three 
businesses and several volunteer operations out of my 5 1 X ,;, office), 
but I suspect that the:v may never have gotten back to me after being passed 
around at our meetings. Please check Your desks, workbenches, or whatever 
to see i.f you might have these. If so, PLEASE return them to me. 

In case an:vone out there is working on a model of the carrier ENTEJPRISE
(CVAN 65), she has gene through some structural changes again. She was 
in port recentJ.y and her "beehive" atop her island has been removed. 
I have taken some pictures, al though they are not ,,et developed, of the 
new island arrangement. 

ALSO IN THIS ISSUE.•• 
-a reprint from the Northern New Jersey newsletter on building Italian kits

_ Part one of a reprint from the READER of July29-August h, 1976 on our

Guild. 

MOUSING: �all stuff lashed across 
a hook to prevent its load · 
from slipping off. 
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Though they spericL· hundreds of hours on 
their replicas:, what they talk about are the 
orfo:inals.:· ''This: 1s.' a Geiman. ship," Crosby 
des�ribes· his-.:f.ive-rn·a•s�d ·Preussen, full-rigged 
insi.de a botd'e\v.i�--.a�oiie·�.incli-'mouth. 

Ph<1tograp�.:of-the.·Stu.'s,JitlyMargare,t Ches_ter·_ .:. '·:· . 4th sail are spread out on- the· 
Harbor Drive c� ·be-,:Ie·ss.·tljan. 

romantic on a· crowdecl . .Frid_ayi 
evening. Traffic . is' ·-heaVY,: and, 
parkin� non-existent. as .the �in
ers and drinkers- co�ve-rge. o,,:: �
nightspots. ..·, · · . 

table. ---. 
"lsn 't she beautiful?" 
"Someone said, she. onl�:. �d .

her staysails set:" 
• "They didn't know .what' they
were· talking, -about-J1ley'a,,_·a11
set."

"All but. I think, the main- done ·on he·r and how she fared,to-gallant stays:iil. Wliar :i sight!" · Over a· do'zen of the 55, mer
Like devotees . denied access, be� are at this monthly meetin 

they la111ci1t that· .. · the· .· media They -.. introduce themselves and
haven ·1 given pro'mised pictures of- tell- wha't they're working on. . 
the historic sail: "To watch !wr _ · •�I'm Just. crazy ·about live
untle rway." says. ··Bill' Benson; · - · " . steam, says_ one.
"you understand a lot of things." ::' .... ,"l· have- nc:> .patience, so I have_ 

Bob Wright is the organizer of 'nve: models. going at once," from
the modelers i gui_ld· but -at · this another . 
time· is vacat_iq'n�g, in Eng!�d, One. fellow who works with 
touring ·the. Cut!i_ -$(rk_ and Vic,. ships-in-the-bottle is reconstruct
tory and the maritiin� m�eu!Tis. . .. ing. _·a sea battle between three 
He has been leading the restora- ·. 'Ships. "But I unfortunately had a
tion of the Star for,20 years and; muscle - twitch," the modelers 
has. lived. on board, for the p�t" nod· . sympathetically, "and f 
_j'ear. di>"�-�,· , dismasted two of the ships." 

In his absence. t�e meeting is· A man named Dunn pretends.. 
started by Bill ·Benson. -ringing a- reluctance. "I've built railroad 
ship's bell. Benson · owns a model._ models a.II my life :md I ihought
shop that serves as a gathering I'd just trys:iiling sl1ips." 
place for enthusi�ts.,.. . "Oh, he.'s hooked!" 8cn$Ol1 dis-

.. We don't have .the completed il�[ees. 
drawfogs of the Star to look at," 
he. apolooizes-:! �;it's. J·ust·,:m(or•,. � l .�, , �. . .... . .. ,._,._ . 
mal tonigh�;'."". '.fhe. �ta(Ji�d: been: ..
in ·iirydock- for .r�pairs 'it!1e· _t:ive-: 
weeks· before. her .. sail;. the men. 
seem con<;emed about:. th_e . iod,

to be continued 
next mnth ••• 

from READER 7/29-8/4 
1976 

Bel.ow: from
MARINE mGE.5T 

___.,. 

Coming up·"ttte-·:gatrgway,:o,t: thc'.
St:ir of India; thou·gh; .one·can-�get 
above the no�; a · sti:'p. :onto the
weathered deck and. dist ractions·
lllt.:l t away. The railing_ is a muffle
to the noise, :ind the shadows sof-· 1�11 the · wooden . filrm�. of the 

SAILING SHIP-TAKES SHAPE IN BOSTON NAVY YARD 

ucck. 
· ''Shipmodel Builders' Guild?''

The man points inside, through 
the t?ate to-the:aft·cabirt; 

. 

P;st the· gate.
.
th«(�nitfsight

\cl'rs. on the · other-:side·.o(;the 
frustetl-glass, doo1-s',.� ,the aft�Cil,b·-· 
in. ·a· sanctuary_ of: paqe!ed:\v9od,_ 
and . soft _ lamplight'" bel.ow!"'i;-_thf
after-deck, .. · ·•· 

Tonigl�t, it. :Js.:.f�l��,; wit�- -�r:nef 
who· Yno·d::l beats: fiom'tliree�:iind'• 
r�.-......w-�� 
in bottles. If{c_·ngµ�s::·o.�:m.'�
dwarf.. the: little· :model$:. they•te
ad miring. · ·: · · · 

With each - miniature .. : tliey, try 
to rc-creat� a piece ·c,f!u_story_/the. 
Star of India is a touchstone,(or 
them: a live·, -br�·athing.'. creature·: 
from the time. of'sJ�a.in. :and ·sail:·
For these men ·she.airries--all· the·
mystique 1of 014.:shi��J'l!� .after:.'..
cabin _is• a. fii_lk_sii�·ii:eJiquary;. not'· 
compl!:!iely <;learof p�antorr!'.�( �.

.. _, 
BOSTON - TIie Spirit of Mauadl...«s, a 125-foot, 1-&ed sdloo■er Is talda1 shape u the historic: Cbartn1ow■ N■vy Yard as a lralai■1 ship for yoan1 people. 
TIM ship ·is bein1 built with 19th cmlury tools a11d tecbniqHS by New Enalalld Historic Seaport, Inc. In coopenlloa with Ille MuaachllMlts l>ep■r(lllffll of Education ■ad the �11■-tts Deoart_. of Coaaertt. TIie � Is sc:ti.116N to 1net tlle Tall Sllipa wlln 

they l'flun lo loatOII lo cetetH-IMe Ille Do-■W Mcby FallYal J■N l-7, 1914. 



From SHIP MODEL SOCIETY OF NORTHER NEW JERSEY' 

::>EVm BUILDING HINTS 
for 

ITALIAN .:iliIP MOD EL KITS 

from ,Jilly Dunne 
( ••• A few nice touches from one who isn't ai'raid to make a horrible 
thing nice. --Now, what did� mean? ••• ed.) 
1) On the upper portion of the hull, above the wales, basswood
sheathing can be used to replace the under-layer of double plank.
It won't show anyway, and it's easier to achieve a nice sheer line
than with those skinny planks. Makes for a thinner bulwark, too.
2) Mount the hull with Model ...ihipwnys pedestals before you do your
outer planking, then plank nround them with the outer plank; this
gives a fitted look and a much nicer mounting.
3) Replace the wales with stained bas�wood--you 1 11 have an easier
time bending it. Fasten thw wale material to the under planking
(using stui'f thick enough to stand up above the outer plank).
4) Be care.t"ul to veneer everything, the edge of the keel for ex
ample, and any other exposed ply. If you're really fancy you can
scarf in the Joints ot keel/stem/etc., a much easier task in veneer.
'lben you run out of walnut planking, u�e furniture veneer--it I s the
same thickness and ot a better quality.
5) Paint over all those gold fittings rmd then udd highlight., by
rubbing ott some paint with a cloth before it is completely dry.
6) Don't trust the pl!'lilsJ Feel free to m 1-1ke any ch8.nges you can·
substatiate. Check other plan., if possible, or phonographs of
contElllporary models. Be especially ·wury of the rigging dL.i.gram.3.
7) Check the scale of the fittings c&refully cilld replace or fab
ricate those that don't, er, mea�ure up. ('!'he ship•� boat on my
HALF MOON scaled to about 10 1 long and 18 11 deep.)
FR.ED 



San Citgo ShiD l'fod1l1rs' 
Gaild Sill X1lly-Fl1aina - 
Loqt11p1r 

TO: FR ED V. FR AAS 
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KASTER 

NATE and PURSER 

LOCXEEPER 

MEETINGS: 

l'fEMBERSHIP: 

SAN DIEGO SHIP l'fODELERS' GUILD 
OFFICERS FOR 178k 

Roy- Nilaon 

Fred.Frau 
Sill X1ll!-Fl1aina 

/redacted/

· /redacted/

3rd Frida, of uch month, 8:00 0 .11. aboud the 
Bark STAR OF INDIA. on th1 Orlop Dick . 

• 

It • • 
Dues for l'fembers of th• San Di1qo l'fariti111 Mus1u11• 
and an,on1 li,inq outsid1 of San Di1go Countv - •
S7.50. No3-l'fUSIUID l'f1ab1rs - $15.00. Aft1r Jul, •
the dues art 1/2 for the r1aaind1r of th1 year. • • 
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